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In 2020, we are in the midst of the coronavirus (Covid-19) 
pandemic. This has impacted all families in terms of time spent at 
home, changes in routine and the lack of physical contact with 
others; leading to the need for more guidance and support for 
children suffering from diabetes. 

During these difficult times, it has been encouraging to see how we 
can all come together as a community and show resilience. We 
made an appeal for essential supplies and hygiene products for 
YDA members and this generated a huge response. Hundreds of 
care packs have been distributed to YDA members, and we are 
grateful to those who kindly donated and worked with us to provide 
much relief to the children and families in need. 

YDA has also been immensely impacted through the loss of income 
and severe disruption to our work. On top of this, we have also seen 
an increase in the levels of demand for our Support and 
Counselling Services and we are working hard to provide ongoing 
services to the people in need. 

Even though the last few months have been challenging, our 
funding position improved earlier in the year due to our success in 
becoming a member of the Community Chest. The funding for YDA's 
Care Support and Counselling Services has already started, and will 
continue to offer more fantastic opportunities for us to widen our 
support and events programme. 

On behalf of the Council members, I would like to express our 
gratitude to our generous donors, Honorary Medical Advisors, 
Fundraising and other Committees, and dedicated staff for their 
continued support. 

With such uncertain times ahead, the impact and seriousness of 
diabetes among young people demand that we work harder than 
ever before. We must ensure that children with diabetes are given 
the support they need to live a healthy life. 
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YDA provides immediate counselling services 
to a newly diagnosed child and their parents 
before they leave hospital or within the first 
six months. This service is designed to 
reassure families that there is support and 
information available for them and they are 
not alone. Families work together with our 
social workers learning how to adjust to life 
with diabetes, for example understanding 
nutrition, requirements, going back to school, 
communicating with family and friends, etc. 
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39 No. of newly diasnosed cases in 2019: 

18-24� years old
15% 

13-17� years old
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• 0-6� years old
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